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L'EUROPE RHENANE, UN CENTRE DYNAMIQUE ET OUVERT
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From pré carré to open field: a “EU effect”...?
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Five cases from North Sea to Switzerland




Typology: two categories

" Project-based: cross border cooperation led by new urban development

= Trinational Eurodistrict of Basel (Switzerland)
= Eurodistrict of Strasbourg-Ortenau
= Esch-sur-Alzette-Belval development (Luxembourg)

= Strategy-oriented: cross border cooperation to harden the development of
metropolitan territories

= Lille and the Eurometropolis Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai
= Dunkerque and the littoral cooperative strategy



Interpretative framework

= Metropolisation (Ascher 1995, Paris 2003, Perrin et alii 2017)
= Europeanisation (Oberdorff 2008, Faludi 2019)

= Cross border planning (Pea 2015, Healey 1995, Motte 2011, Vanier 2008, Albrecht
2004, Di Méo 1998)

= Governance and sub-state authorities (Perrin 2017, Le Gales 2011)



Eurodistrict Trinational of Basel : a
development founded on an urban
project and an original initiative of
governance, the IBA
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Strasbourg : an urban development along a tramway to link the cities with a symbolic value
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Belval,
a crossborder district thanks to an
urban development in the the context of
economic dynamism of Luxembourg
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Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai Eurométropole, a metropolitan strategy founded on cooperative governance
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West-Vlaanderen-Flandre-Dunkerque-Cote d’Opale: a crossborder strategy to
consolidation of a large coastal area as a territory of development
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Discussion

“Metro” factors

“Euro” factors

URBAN PROJECTS COOPERATION

TERRITORIAL STRATEGIES COOPERATION

Basel Trinational Strasbourg-Kehl Alzette-Belval Eurométropole Lille- Dunkerque-Cate
Eurodistrict Kortrijk-Tournai d’Opale-West Vland.
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Outlooks

= First exploratory approach based on “macro” qualitative case studies

= Research perspectives
= Refine indicators to combine “metro” & “euro” in cross border contexts
= Expand the case study (macro-regional scope?)

= Cross indicators to assess the effects of cross border cooperation on the
development of European(ised) urban and metropolitan areas

= Decentring / enriching the “national” approach? (cf. recent work European
Dimension of Metropolitan Policies)

= North West Europe: a future macro-regional strategy in the “Brexit” context ? (cf.
debate/proposal from European Committee of the Region 03/2019...)
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https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030146139
https://cor.europa.eu/fr/news/Pages/Brexit-local-leaders-look-at-a-North-West-Europe-macroregion-to-boost-cooperation-at-local-level-if-the-UK-leaves-the-EU.aspx

