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metropolises today?

New processes of urbanisation

Citta diffusa/citta frattale (Indovina, 1990; Secchi, 2004)
Regional City (Calthorpe & Fulton, 2001)

Polycentric metropolis and mega-city region (Hall, 2006)
Citta regione globale (Bagnasco, 2009)

Postmetropolis & regional urbanization (Soja, 2011, 2015)
Ville archipel (Viard & Chapuis, 2013)

Planetary urbanization (Brenner & Schmid, 2015)



metropolises today?
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Morphologies, geographies and institutional frames have become so variegated that
the traditional vision of the city as a bounded, universally replicable settlement type
now appears as no more than a quaint remnant of a widely superseded formation of
capitalist spatial development (Brenner & Schmid, 2014).



towards a multiscalar governance?

Multiscalar regionalism

Never before has the necessity for effective regional governance and
planning been so great. This intensified demand does not necessarily
revolve around the creation of formal regional governments, a primary focus
of the old regionalism. A more adaptive and flexible regionalism is needed,
focusing on particular issues such as mass transit, environmental
management, regional equity, housing and social justice. (Soja, 2015)

Post-metropolitan governance

The multiscalar and cross-scaling dimension of current processes makes
unlikely and improper to identify political and institutional action spaces
unambiguous, simplified and unchangeable. (Balducci, Fedeli & Curci, 2017)



citta metropolitana in a comparative perspective
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Torino — public/private partnership

PTCP 2011
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Citta metropolitana di Torino

Identity card

» Date of creation: 1st January 2015
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 Dissolution of Torino Strategica
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» Less attention to public/private
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Bologna — a long tradition of cooperation

PTCP 2004

Objectives
« metropolitan train system (SFM)
 policentrismo insediativo
 ecological networks

Implementation by Unions of
municipalities

PSM 2013
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Citta metropolitana of Bologna
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new geographies and institutional models of governance

ltalian metropolitan model
Contract-led governance (Patti & Accordi territoriali)
Civic involvement in the decision-making process & project implementation

English metropolitan model

Local arrangements
Civic involvement in the decision-making process

French metropolitan model
Institutional government
Civic involvement based upon formal rules

1) New geographies call for a multiscalar governance. Can metropolitan
city be a milestone in this path?

2) With Italian metropolitan cities, do we assist to a shift from Mediterranean
governance model towards North European one (Burroni & Trigiglia, 2005)?
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